«4 Z \ l f \ ” 
\# : Y, ——_ k 
. 
- 


UPON 


he lakription 
y 


A CDUEFF'S CROSSE | 


—_— 


——_ —— 


beg 


rims quague ut 4 vina que veunlatem ferant eofſe debem ſubs, 
'# =. me: Cicer. de Amiga, 


a — "I — 


\, Primed by the H:ir of Ardrew Anderſin, Printer 
"Cache King's moſt Exccllent Majeſt y,/ 1678, 


bl5 bs ol x we =. x q yu . ln. | je.} . by : | Y y 
Ws.” a os A ae hs. i 5, 7 44 i Cr a, ' : 2 Mpc 5 we; Sa. SAS 7 
- , Sr "4 © = >= OF FA > re” n _ I. : "s ” : , = : _ uf b c l l | ___ *%s © Z A 

: — : . , F "- 4 - > WE , 


= BLN 
” LY _ 
2 % 


» 


- 


ins, 


/ 


hoe wenerabi 


- 
. 


quo quid eft, 


"W- 


nt 


Ul th $16 be 2H 26 He HR OBI WEE 4 96) - 
A 


7 
\ 


-——_— <—_— 


| _— FI 
 06KSKSISLLSLISSKTESSSHHESSHSSHIKSE 
4 The INSCRIPTION 


UPON 


MACDUEFEFS CROSS, 
W hich ſtands above the NEWBURGH, 


near LUNDORES, upon the Confines of 
STRATHERNE and FYFE. 
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aldzaradzum dzagos Palatria largia largos 
palando ſpados ſive nig fig knippite gnaros 
Loea laurifcos —_—— [ouria lulcos 
Et Coluburtos ſic fit ttbi burſea burtus | 
Eritus et blaradzum ſive lim ſive lam ſive labzum 
zopter macgidzim et hoc oblatum 
pe ſmeleridem ſuper limptde lampida labzum. 
6. Hough | had this of an ingenious Geatleman, telling me 
he came by it from the Clerk of Crail, who info: med, 
that ſeveral ſucceeding Clerks there, have, for a confi. 
derabletime,engroſt this as a true Copy in their Books, 
* Ez dS to preſet ve it from utter periſhing , for i is now quite 
= worn off the ſtone,ar leaſt altogether illegible. Bur be it ſo recorded 
* in Cra:l, Newburgh or elſewhere, yet with cheirgood favour, ſcarcely 
2 canTjudgethisa true andexaRt Copy ; whether the faulr has lyenin 
© the firſt Copiator from the ſtone, or from the Engraver, or partly 
= both: For,none who knows the Hiſtory of Magkberh, Alalcom Can- 
- ore and Mackdrf, will, | hope ſuppoſe, that ſuch a King as Malcom 
þ- Canmore,when he intended to witneſs a favour for Mactdaff"sſervices, 
2nd {ucha ſubject az Mackauff, when he was willing to publiſh the royal 
$ Bounty of his Maſter, would upon the Croſs of fo famous a Sane. 
7 urry (asthis was) have inſcribed but non-ſerſe, And chough the true 
2 meaning and purport of the words be dark and abſtruſe tous, who now 
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(4) 
live at ſuch a diſtance; yet I wonder why the learned Sheen ſhoulg 
brand them as barbarous ( 1 hope he only means unintelligible, ang © 
not nonſenſical) For.queſtionleſs they ate (for what 1 have (aid) lig- Fo 
nificative , and I doubr not bur to purpole ; and moſt probably they 
were written,cither to ſignifie the Priviledyes given by King Ma.colm | 
to Mackdsff,with the bencfits he enjoyed by virtue thereof, orthe Im, | + 
munities , Fre: doms and Pardons indulged by, and conferred upon, Fl 
that Girth, -if nt ina complicated ſenſe, ail of theſe tugerher, So | 
then, allowlng them to figni he ſenſe, which tew mea in a ſober charity 2 ; 
can well refuſe ; lers ſee (as far as we may) to what Language the words © 
arc beſt 1e:{ucible, for toany ſingle one tiey cannot :+ for, albeir the þ» 
errminition, flexion and co-:ſtruftion I take to be moſt atter the La. # 
tiae,and that there be ſome Litine words intcrmixed, yet none will ©. 
aver it allt.» be Latine; ſo to ſome other Language wemuſt go, which # 
is but one of two, Ourold Hizh-land or Iriſh tongue, or the Saxos; 'Y 
And asI haruly think it the /7:g/-/2nd or 1riſh,as w.lt, becauſe Ineyer L 
heard that brought under Roman Terminations, Conſtructions, or # 
Declina;ions ; Sv even thoſe that would wreſt it to that Language |; 
in ſome words, catinot follow 1t out in all , although they be ſeen 
10 the 17;ſþ Tongue. Andi: is ſtrange, none of our Highlanders, tho þ 
Scholars ever interprets it z therefore I'much rather inclincto dequce |. 
it( atleaſt moſt of it y from the Sax97, which I hope will not ſeem j# 
ſtrange to the Intelligent when le remembers what footing the Sax0r: |; 
hadinthis Iſte, and how Afa/come Canmore was not onely long an 
Exile atan Engliſh Saxony Courr, but that he had intereſt in Norghum 
berland, Cumberland, and Weſtmorland, which was but fomerimes 2 
Province of the Weſt Saxons And as there came 10000 Engliſh Saxen |} 
then in with $:bar@#5 the Kings Grand-father, ſo they muſt be but No- 
vices in our Language, who do not find Yeſtiges of the Saxon in if 
almoſt every where. Taking then this Inſcription to beSax07 (as to th 
main) aped ina Latine dre(s, as tothe main, I ſay, for ſuppoſe- ſom 
words might ſavour of a Daniſh, or old French Extract, itneeds n0'H 
import, ſince both are of a Teutonick Origine, aped, I ſay, ina Latin'Y 
drels, whi: her from the fancie of the Authour, ro make it _— 
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ſmoother with the nterlaced Þ atine in this his hexametrall compo- 
ſure, or from ſome inclination of King <Matome himſelt, of whom 
and of whoſe time , ſayetha grave Author, as now the Engliſh Court 
by reaſon of the abundance of Normands therein, became moſt to 
ſpeak French, (o the Scoriſh Court , becauſe of the Queen and many 
Engliſh that came with her, began to ſpeak Engliſh, I underſtand the 
Eogliſh Saxon, the which language it would frem , King Malrome 
himſelf had betore that learned, and now by reaſon of his Queen, did 
the more affet it ; thus far he, where if 1 might be allowed a con- 
jecure, perhaps this Sanctuary was granted at that pious Queens in- 
- treaty, and here inſcribed with her native tONguec for her greater ho- 
nour, and he rather under a Latine Vizorn , toinvite the Scors .( of 
nv language-more ftudious thea Latine } ro fome love and knowledge 
of the Saxon. And ſo let us now with allowance, to reQifie what 
Eſcapes may be in the Orthography, modeſtly examine the Words 
themſelves ; bur leſt I be thought to be too peremptrory to impoſe 
my naked ConjcQures, in a matter of ſuch Antiquity , I ſhall 
bring my Voucrers here 1 have them, with the probable Motives 
that prevail with me to ſuch a ſenſe, ſtill1cawing a juſt Liberty to all 
who can find out better. 

Firſt then (asthe words ly in order) I take Paldzarabzum to be a 
ſuppolitirious Gcnitive , in the plural number after the Greek way, 
from Maldrs,Maldrus,theGerman Maldar, pro modio ſeucerts menſu. 
14 frumentaria; andSpelman layes, Maldri vecabulum et Alemanicum, - 
and havewc not to this day with usthe Word Melaer and a Melder 
of corn,and this Genitive Maldraraarum | conſtrue with D2a860S, cones 
joined with its Latine adjeQive Lergos, and this Dragos I ſupoſe dee 
nizon'd a Roman from.d2achor D2ache of the Greek Spoyua manipulus 
dptgow prehendo, mans arripio, Fut. 2. tpzyo , from Which belike we 
have the words Draught (asapplyed to Cups and Filh-netts} drae, 
_ draw , fo that latrgos, d2zagos, maldzaradzum, may ſignifie large 
quantities or meaſures of Corn, to be taken by ſome compulſiye or 
diſtreinziable Force , as will I hope anon be found agreeable w.t!1 


the reſt of the Sentence. 
Malairia 
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Balairia, 1 fancic here by wrong Orthography miſ-written for 
mairia, 0ffctum M ajoris , Majoratus, PrefeFura , ſayes Spelman, 
(ſufficiently known in the Burrowes Royal: ) And does not our 
Skees in his 15. Chap. of the Statutes of Alexander the Second, call 
the Earl of Fyfe, Marws RegirComitatues de Fyfe , (whereof more 
anon) M4'ris, I take to bein the Ablative Caſe, for we muſt not here 
be ty&d to the ſtrit Rules of Metrical Quantities, or Grammatical 
Ccunſtructions, ; 

Largta, miſ-written I ſuppoſe for Lagslitaz Or Laghgslita, by 
inadvertency or tranſpofing of the SaxonLetters, yea,and the Saxons 
ſometim:s in their Capitals, plac'd Letters within Letters, and were 
ſomewhat odd in their ContraRions and Abbreviations, eſpecially 
in Monumental Inſcriptions; Laeſiita , Tranſgreſſo Legis , Legic 
violate pena, proprie ruptis legis, ſew mul pro ras, v8.9 legs, 
Lar & Lagh, Zex, & Slit, r»pte, Yox Danica, & in Anzlo-Da- 
n01um Legibus primum deprehenſa, (ayes Spelman ; But what needs 
mecire Spelman, have we not the Phraſe, #k land has its Leavgh, and 
is not the word $1:t, as obviousas beneficial to every Taylor : Lage 
ſlits, I take to be in the Accufative Cale > which muſt be ſupplied 
v ith the Prepoſition propter , and yet for all this the ſentence is but 
-mank without the help of a Verbe , which muſt be borrowed in 
knippite, written betike for knighthite, by placiag the Roman Þ 
for the Saxonth, which yet may be excuſed; ſince Spelman finds that 
faulc in the Tranſcriber of Canutwe Laws , uponthe word Thegens 
or Pegen. Xniehtbige then, or Kaippite, being a ſuppoſititious 
Verb, - for I know not the Saxon ConſtruRions or Conjuzarions ) 
after the 1 atine form, from the Saxon knight , or knyt, ſignifying 
famnlus minifter, may import as'much as, Reccive ye as my Ser» 
vant or Deputie, and being joyned with Maris, as my Lieutenant, 
(for ſois ycta Maire within Burgh) ſo that famulws mivifter in this 
word here muit be honourable, and xar:x» , as jt iS in Theintt, 
Thetgni, Thani, who from Thien # ſexve , were but famuli mi- 
1 ft11, andyct were thoſe famuli Regni Baronts, as Spelman notes. 
-And th 1s the ſentence may be expounded , Receive for your Service 

| — 
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2s my Lieutenant, and through and by virtue of your Office of Licu-- 


tenantry, uplift and diſtreinzy large quantities and meaſures of Corn, 
forthe Tranſgreſſ1ons and Breach of the Laws, and why then ſhould 
Skeen rerme that Barbarous , who himſelf homologats the ſame 
ſenſe in another Language, in that his above-cited Chapter of King 
4 lexander the lecond, Intituled, De ForisfafFuris levanas ab illis qui 
remanent «b } Xercitu, where in the marginal Gloſs upon the 4. Para. 
ſpeaking of the Earl of Fyfe, his words are, Er ile non ficur Comes, 
ſed ficut Marius Regis Comitatus de Fyfe , ad redlitudines ſuas ext. 
gendes : and does henor again, in his De Verborum ſigntficatione, in 
the word Clanwmackauff, lay out of Boetrws, that among(t other Pris 
vitedges, Mackduff and his Clan had the Priviledge and Right of a 
—_— ; yea and does not the learned Spelmav ſay , what was 

wite to the Engliſh Saxons. was Laghclite to the Dancs, and 


and both forisfafim a roche Normans, (amerciaments with us) where. 


may be noticed the judicious exaneſs of the compoſer, in his pre- 
fixing the general word Laghglita, to be amerciat by viual or 
corn 4 For Laghſiite , ſaycs one, avnumerande ſunt medits o levi- 
oribus delifts , quorum mulciz pictats intuits , & per miſericord:ans 
imponuntur. Nec graviors crimina, ſayes another, inter Laghſlitas 
fomplices numerata aut levis, quaque infier graviorum mulitats quiſ- 

am opinabitur. And ſo how methodically does here our old ver- 

ficacor proceed to faults andcrimes of greater guile-, and more {pe- 
cial denomination, yer for a while ſtill under theConduct of X nippire, 

Sive gnaros ſpalando ſpados, 1 conjeure to fignifie , wherher 
fuchas are known cunning, or accuſtomed to want, or put away their 
Weapons of Warfare : the two firſt words being Latine, I hope will 
not be refuſed; the conftruRionof ſpelawds,] take ro be a Gerund for 
an Infinitive, guares ſpelarea counterfeit Conjugation . from an old 
French word.elpaler to ſcatter »caſt away,or ſpread abroad, Spados 
from eſpade or eſpadon, in the ſame language, a ſword, and by a 
Mctonymy, for any weapon. Neither needs it be ſtrange that thelſc 
Words are borrowed from the old French , which did depend upon 


the 


the Tentonick and high German , as the modern does now more upon. 
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the Latinn, and that wanting and away putting of weapons of warfare 

| were with us reputed Crimes, and punil cd as ſuch, ſee Sheep himſelf, 

[ in che 27 chap. of the firſt ſtatutcs of King Robey! the Bruce, Ae arma. 

{\ turts pro guerra Of pena eorum quo eas non habent ; Which is there 

| {2id to be fortaul:ure, or eſcheate of all his goods, and in thela(t chap, 

of the ſame Starutes, entitu:ed, Now licetrendere arma hotibus Regni : 

T he puniſhment-is loſs of Life, and Limb, and all ch.y cantynero-the 

Kng, which muſt be Goods. And it were bur frivolous ro alledge 

| that theſe Staturcs are 107g after the upſetting of Hacduffs: croſs; | 

'\ For, how many thiags are puniſhable by the Common Law and pri, | 
| Qick of the Kingdom, þ:fore they become Statwrorre: And does not © 

their coming under a Statute, imply a prior Cuſtoms Yea, an ! who 

knows,butthat after ſuch a cataſtrophe ag was at,and betore,theB: ces 

coming tothe Crown, they might ber.th x bur revived, then original. 

1% And tave not our ſubſequent Laws tor Weapon-ſhawings been foun« 

| ded upon thir Cuſtoms,to prevent ſuch inconv<nienccs for the futures | 

Sive nig, And here we muſt return agatn to the Saxon, nig, Bor 
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5 nighwite, the Syllable ite, mula per, being left out, which js 
ſometime ordinarie ( our Anceſtors dclighting much in Monoſyl- 
Y 11 Jables) and the rather allowable in this Metrical compoſure, ntg or 
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ercitu Regis, Where the Earle of woes peiviledae is exprefly reſerved 
rohim, qua marus Regis ad reftitndines ſuas exigendas, And wh tb? 
the pains and puniſhments of ſuch as ſtay from, or deſert the Kings 
Hoſt, are they not ſufficiently known, and freſhly remembrcd by us 
to this day ? 
. Figfor Figwt e, Figwita, or Frgh:wita, the wnuld of ſuch as by 
fighting raiſesa fray, trouble, or diſturbance in the Hoſt, or perhaps 
more generally, mult74 Rixarum cum verberibus, velipſe pune: ard 
Ranulphus Ciſtr eſis calls Fyhtwite, amerciamentum pro conſlitlu, And 
have wenot a ſcvere cetification in 2 ſubſequent ſtatute azain(t (ſuch a 
raiſes a fray in the Hoſt, 54 Act, 12.Par, J: 24 And is not the word 
Fight y.c plain withus ? 

Loea by wrong Orthographie, pro Lothea {( I ſuppoſe ) from the 
Sax01 [{oth, lobe, the Sixonaſpiration being lefr out in the tran= 
ſcribing as is ordinary, the Saxons havinga peculiar way of fixing af. 
pirations on their conſo1ants, by ingrofſing them with tte ſame fig ire, 
as the Greeks inthcir e. ;. 9. and the R. here written for Th, the Saxon 
figure of both being aptto impoſe one for an ther, if aot narrowly no- 
ticed : aide Hloth {rerat accuſatus abneget per centum Viginti Hidas, 
& ſic emendet:huceſt, { ayes Spelman, qu! !1#rme illegitime interfaii/e 
arguitur, erc. And Hlothbota, multFa ejus et qui turme il epitime in- 
terſuerit, Bote Saxonicum, compenſatio emendatio ; And have wenot a 
phraſe in ſome places, they clod together, from the SaxouNIoW,turma, 
and how firunlawful meetings anJ convocatioas of the Leiges have 
been, and yet iN are troubleſome to this Kinzdom, th fe that run 
may read- Andif this word be 1ightly deduced,it (cems,our forefathers 
have very prudently here placed ic among the thick of the Cryms, 
which makes me the rather admire, why ſo much noiſe hath in t1is our 
Age been made for ſuppreſſing them, as if unlawfuil mectings had n :- 
verbeen thonght aCryme'with us.till oflate.T know ſome may incline 
to deduce this word from Lot, of theSaxon Io, ſors, pars tributi ws 
ſolutionts aliujus gram inter alios quis teattur prejtaze, ſays Sp Iman; 
SO that ſich would make the mezning heretobeaciit or {r.cndec 


of all Ualaivs orEſcheats belonging to the King, and i1that ſo often 
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( 10 ) ; 
- Cited 15 chap, of the Statutes of Alexander the ſecond, inthe 5 parag; | 4 
ſome ground may be there for ſuch a conjecure from ae Cavellis we. ©; 
ro, crc, And ſomeſuch priviledgeis yet granted to the houſe of Argyle, 
[' in point of eſcheats (or unlaws for Crymes) which yer here [ conceive _ 
[! ſufficiently included inknigththite, matrtr, and therefore likes beſt of |-. 
| the firſt expoſition of the (pecial Cryme of unlawful Conyocations, | 2 
| with liberty to the candid Reader to chooſe as he pleales, | 
| Lauriſcos,1 ſuppoſe ſhould be read Leuviſcos, from lctdfs, Icodig | 
& leudum , gue verbs dicun:ur pro We! gildo, de capites eftimatione © 
| leud! $ocetfþ. ſcilicet de compoſitione quam aliter (Ueram Wer gildum, | 
| vecan, Leudis,vaſalius cliens homo ligius, ſubditus : So leudiſcos may . 
| ſion:ficthe amerciaments which were then duetothe King by and at. 
tour the Xinbo!e ) for killing of a free Leidge. And that it was the 
3 cuftome among the Northern Nations, rather toamerciat then totake 
| T bloud for bl-ud, Hear Tacitus, Germani weteres & Aquilonares gentes, 
| qui jugum pariter & leges omni Europe impoſuere era viſſios aelicta ip. 
ſaque homicidia pecunits commutabant : And another ſaying, Panarum 


4 | enim ratio apud mediorum Seculorum homines in mulctis,potins quam in 
= ſanezvine ſuta ſuit, RY . 

id For lauringem, I willingly would read Iaticingin, Robbrie and | 
1 theft,for thus with che n it isinthe plural nu::. ber from Laricinium,the 
| French Larrecin, and both belike from the Latin? Zatrocinium, where 


; ſayes Spe/man, Priſca 4nglorum lex Larricinium aiviſit in majus & | 
; mins, the one with violence and force,. the other wichour, the one in 
| things of greater moment, the others of leſs: Hence the legal tearm | 
| Pentt larcens, yerin uſe with the Engliſh. 
F Lauria, I would read laitta, for latrwite layrwit, or {cirwite, S:+ 
pri ſeu concubitus illegitimi multta in adulteros, fornicatores, virginum- 

| que corruptores animadverſio ( belike in thir lines a rape, as they ace ex- 
2 Pounded relative tothe Girth from the Saxon laganzcon:mmb ere legar, 

| concuvrtor, & Witt, quaſy concubitoris mula, And (ayes not clearly 

l Spelman, Ad maneriorum dominos ( ne(cio anad omnes ex conſuttudine) 
j olim pertinuit juriſdiftio de nativis ſuis ( ideit ſervis & ancillis) cor- 
| ruptis cog no[cenal multamaae delinquentibus , tam viris quam faminis 

>  inferend; 
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inferendi ad quoſdam etiam non de his ſolum,ſed &+ de aliis quihuſcunzue 
intrs domininm ipſorum ſic peccantibus, and have wenot yer the word 
Liirtin Chilebed: Laireand others, | 
' Luſcos , 1donothere take to be the Latine Znſcus, but that the 
word ſhould be rather written,[i{cos,for,or fromFliſcos, the letter F, 
being left out to make the line run the cloſſer upon the letter x, 
Fliſcos, Fugitives, Fagitives, the words Flee, Flight, and Flisk, 
ſufficiemtly known, as to fiisk up and down here and there, as Fugitives 


' uſeto do, who dare not well ſtay long in one place;all from, or in great 
affinitie with Leipa,Si quis 2 Domino ſuo ſine licentiadiſcedat, ut Leipa 


emendetur, which Spelman underſtands, de profuge. 
Et Coloburtos, l read, Colovurtos. or yet rather Colovoztos,or 


-Colovertos : Bur like the Vowel #, is written inthe third Syllable, 


to clinch the better by Bur, with the laſt word of the line - And every 
Bajaneknows the affinitive betwixt the letters, B, and U. The ſignifica- 
tion however I take to be runawayecs, fuch as run away from their co. 
jours, and Culverregiurn, | find a reproachful tearm of Cowardice, 
which Spelman thinks to come from Culvert a Dove, a columbina tim: - 
diatte,perhaps (as well, if not better}from wertere colobinm: ſure 1am, 
we hayethe word Turn coat, alluſtyeto its ſenſe; and may not our diſ. 
dainful word Co!lie derive its pedegree hence * 

Sc fit ttbi burſea burtus, and ſo through the amerciaments and 
unlaws of the above written Cry mes, your purſe ſhall be heavy,thar is, 
your gainsand advantage the greater, 'Buriea for Burſa,and is not the 
wordBurthen, of known ſignificationto the meaneſt * And thir a« 
bovewricten words would l rather, at leaſt more eſpecially expound 
with a c<lation tothe Regalitie, and its Priviledges, in favours of the 
Earle, yet not excluding ſome benefits ofa Sanfuary to the tran(; ovel- 
{ours (upona compoſition) asthe Reader at his pleaſure may beſt in- 
cline to, But for my own part (with 2juſt deference to better judge. 
ments) as I ſhould attrioute the precceding lines, rather tothe Rega- 
litie, ſo ſhould I give the ſubſequent more to the Sanfuary, 

Erxituset Blaradzum, would l read eritus et bladadrum,a gene- 


. tive, a$Maldraradrum, trom blade a weapon by which a mortal wound 


is or may be infliged : Hence withus 2/a4e, aſword, or ſharp eds ed 
 Þ 2 Weapon, 
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(12) 
weapon, and wich the Countreymen,to oive aBlad, blaw, or aſter the 
E nzliſh dialc&, a blow, all (it would ſeem) from the Griek Baanra, ledo, 
And does not Spe/wan ſay, That the 34x0ns in theic Language agrced 
« i:h, ar.dfo)lowed much more the Gr eclans, thin the Romans. 

Dive lim, whether ona limb,Sive-lam, 74 cf, Lat!',Lith, fra Lit, 
the vowel ft, commutcd fora, and the letter M, fort, or th, It being 
uſuil for the Poets then, who were thePrieſts, to run much upon a lct- 
ter; and iS itn givenfor a rule, litera ejuſdem ordinis & organi inter 
fe (unt permutabiles ; And here Th, being C0 ſonans aſpirata , is notly 
incicely and depreſſ'dlya Mate, but that itmav be changed for a /rqnid 
in4 Saxon Poem. Limv, membrum cum cſe Lith, articulus cum nevi, 
And isnotLath uſed for what is plyab'e bv, with,or on ſome ligament, 

Labwm, I rake here to fignife fe, by ſome Catechreſis of the 
Author, alluſive tothe phraſe, Orr life 15.11 our lip. 

P2wptcr magidzim; | would write, MagtMin, Families coznationic, 
ſea coznatorum,trom the S403 max r,Cognatw,ſaycsSpetman,the dipl:- 
thong b:ing abreviated ro the vowel, ( asis ordinary in the tranſcrib- 
i1g or compc. unJs of that Language ) mag, mage, or Maghe, a kin:- 
man, oc Coulin : whence we ule the word izch, for affinis to this 
hour and Hired, Hid2e, or hider, which YVerſtegan interprets a Linage, 


[$I = , = ” 
” ee IR 


a Family , HID21N, in the plural number z The Saxopxs makin? that by 


adding n,; as we do now 8, and leaving out the alpiration in the com- 
poſition: Does not thus #7 agiarin better quadiat and agree with the pri- 
viiedg: Skeer gives by that Girth, tothe Clanmack-duffe , then to take 
propter for prope, as [ome would, and Magidrim for Mugarim, becauſe 
torſooth, the croſs ſtands upon,or near a placc of that name : Bur al- 
lowing their con'eCture, what ſenſe or cob#lion can they make from 
this, the r prope mugarim ? Yet alittle to convince them, Darethcy 
not r.ther think, their wugdrim bears that name from this maridrin, 
mthe lines, and imports as much, as the Jand, or placelying betide, or 
abour the cro's, of the kindred, And ſcing there are yetthe ve{tizes 
ot lome 01d buildings at mugdrim, Would it beany Hereſie ro think, 
that ſomerunes dwelt therean Overſeer, tonotice ſuch as came to,and 
claimecthebenchit of, the Sanftuarie? which Skeer ſayes,was ſuch to 


the 
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the Kindred of Mackd»yf, that when any MaMlayer, being within the 
ninth degree of kin ard bloud toMackanffe, came to that cro(:,and gave 
nine Kyeand a Colpindach,he was free of the fluughter committed by 
2 him, And thus hath cur learned Skecp made us underſtand, hoc oblatum, 
Fl Accipe (melcrivem, And for your Oblation, Recetve an Oblivion, 
* an Indemnitie, a Pardon; wherce b: like we yet have the word [metre, 
ſmeare, ſino2e, as it athing ſo covered over, by conſequence may be 
preſumed to be forgotten, or ſmeleris, ſmeleridis, ( after the Greek way » 
as from Spe/may, I have ſaid, was but ordinarie with the Saxonr) 2u4ſt 
abſterſio, deterfio pnreatio, form cuw cuau, abſtergo, ditergo, purgo. 1 
know ſome would have ſmeleridcrn, to fignihe akils, from (meinik;n, 
a word ſo uſed in ſome places : but ſure , our Smeleriaem 
here muſt import moreotherwayes, 4/as ! this priviledge would prove 
tothe mar-ſlayer,but as inthe proverb, 4 kiſs and 4 drink of cold water: 
But becauſe the conj:Rure came (as I heard) from a man of reyerence 
and reading, let me ingroſs i: thus, For this your offering or gift ( to 
wir,of the kye) and by kiffing of the Croſs, receive ye an Oblivion. 
Super limptde lampida labrum , ſufficiently explained already, / 
only I could haye wiſhtthey had come to my hand under a more Sax- o 
on Garb : {imthite lamthita , the Saxon th, in the tranſcribing $ 
p || being often turned to by ft, or p, whether from the ignorance of I 
the Saxon CharaQer, or Enphonie eratia, for good companies ſake 
of the Words with which they are conjoyned : And that 1 had reaſon 
| & ro reduce moſt of theſe Words to the Saxon, I now ( from what [ 
have ſaid) referr to the Courteous Reader, and hope I.ſhall not be 
judged unreaſonable to think theſe Lines, as I got them, might be miſ- 
written in their Orthography, whether from the miſunderſtanding of 
the Saxon Character , if they were fo ingraved , or ( after ſo many 
Centurics) even of any other in which it might have been cut, ſince 
none who knows any thing, but knows it wantsnot its own difficulty 
to read but the CharaQers of an Aye or twofrom our ſelves , bc 'P 
they written in Parchment, oringraven in Braſs or Stone: as for in- 1x 
ſtance, I ſhall not ſtick to ſay they be no ſmall Clerks, whom I could | 
hold upon a Wager, would they go ro St, Andrews, tl ey ſhould þ 
hardly at the firſt View, read me diſtintly , with one Breath, the I1- | 


4 [cripticn, 
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ſcription of Biſhop Kennedies Tomb, in the Chappel of St. Salvators ® 


Colledee, though he died but in the Year , 1466. And ſcing I haye Fs 
heard ſeveral Copies and yarious Readings of theſe Lines ( ſhould } % 
rather ſay of the Inſcription upon this Croſs) all differing amongſk * 


themſelves, why may not I ( ſeeing Skeer, of the two laſt which be. 
ing moſt ſtuffc with Latine, might be thought moſt legible, ſayesno | 
more, then}; that they appeared to be conform to that purpole ) crave | * 


Leave to offer mine, which tothe intelligent will not appear very dif. | ? 


ſonant from the Coppy I have alrcady here tranſcribed, and the leſs ' 
will the difference yet be, to any who knows the Saxon Charadeer, 
yea, and what if in ſome CharaQters our Predeceſſours wrote not as 
the Engliſh? does not every Language have its Dialects diff. ring ſomes 
times in whole Syllabications , as in the Lettering , Writing , and 
Pronunciation, ( not to ſpeak of the Injuries of Weather inſo long a 
Trad of time) ſo upon all Adyentures , I willingly would refific 
and read my Copy thus, 


NaN dagos Y aitia laghslita largos 
palando {pados five nig- ig knighthite gnaros 
Lothea leudiſcos laricingen latria liſcos 
Et Colovurtos ſic fit tibt burſia burtus _ 
Eritus et bladadzum ſive lim ſive lam ſive labuum 
opter magidin et hoc oblatum 
ccipe \meleridem ſuper limthive lamthida labzum. 


And this my Reading with thir Orthographical Amendmeats, I 
ſubmir to the diſcretion of the judicious, allowing any to uſe either 
the Roman p or the Saxon th , in what words I have here altered 
as they think fit, or ſhall agree beſt withtheir Ear and Fancy ; And 
having already been ſofull upon every Word, I hope acloſs interpreta- 
ton needs not be here expeRed, becauſe belike it may reliſh better, that 
Cirom what 1 have ſaid) every man be his own Interpreter. Yernot 
00 much to burden the Memory of theReader , may 1 briefly para- 
phraſe it; for a verbatim Expoſition here; as in all the old Tongues(and 
they ſay the Teutonick, whereot the Saxon is but a Branch, came with 
Twiſco trom Babel) would ſound a little harſh , as well in reſpe& of 
| _ =: the 
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the idiotiſms of the two languages , as that moſt of the Words are 
al Terms, or relating thereto, and ſo will hardly allow a nar row 
and preciſe Expoſition : and alchough the ground work be Saxon, 
yet appears it under a Latine Mask therefore as I ſaid, I crave pardcn 
to Paraphraſc it under one View thus , 


« YeEarl of Fyfe, reccivefor your Services , as my Lieute-. 
*tenant by Right of this Regality , large Meaſures of ViQual 
&« gr Corn, for the Tranſgreſſions of the Laws, as well from thoſe 
& 25 want or put away their Weapor.S of Warfare, as of ſuch as ſtays 
© away from, orrefuſes ro come to the Hoſt , or thoſe that raiſes 
© Frayes ot Diſturbances therein, or fryum ſuchas keep, havnr, 


& and frequent unlawtul Convocations ; together with a!l Amercia- , 


& ments due tome, for the ſlaughtec of a tree Leige, or for Rob. 
«bery and Thefr, or tor Adultery and Fornication within your 
& Bounds, with the Unlaws of Fugitives, and the Perfalties due 
* by ſuch Cowards as deſerts the Hoſt , or runs away from their 
&« Collours; thus ſhall yourGains be the greater. And yet further, 
*towitnels my kindneſs, remit to thoſe of your own Kindred, all 


* iſſues of Wounds, be it of Limb, Lith, or Life , in ſwa far as : 


*« for this Offering ( to wit,of nine Kyneand aQyevyoch) they ſhall 
* be indemaified for Limb, Lith, or Life, 


And thus have I adventured to read and explain this Old Inſcrips 
tion, que molts tenet anteiquaſepelts z and which , with Skeen's 
good Leave, I can no otherwiſe condemn for Barbarous, then that 
it is Saxon under a'Latine Cover ; where it would be remembited. that 
after the Goths and Yandels.came into 1taly, the Purity of the Ro- 
man Tongue was at a lofs, untill ſomewhat revived inthe laſt Cen- 


turie, and that the Poets about Maſcome Canmore's time, were Ordi- 


narily the Prieſts, and thoſe of no great Reading, and for themoſt 
part nogreat and exact Linguiſts, or ſo neat and cloſs in their Poeſie ; 
as witneſs thar Compoſition of the Carmelite Frier's upon the bat- 
tel of Bannockbarn, ſome hundreds of years after the ſetting up ofthis 
Croſs: And asthis was one of , if not the oldeſt Regality in this 
Countrey, 
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Countrey , ſo by the Priviledges hereby granted , it will tdany uns 
derſta1ding man appear to be very great z whence belike we have that 
common Phraſe, The Kingdom of Fife , (an Epithet given to noother 
Shire) as it Mackduff had enjoyed his Eſtate much after the way of 
Hugh Lupus (or more properly de Abrincrs) in his Earldom of Cheſter, 
of whom it is ſaid, he enjoyed that Earldom from his Uncle the Con: 
qucror, Adeolibere ad gladium, ficut ipſe Rex tenebat totam An2liam ad 
Coronam ; and yct | Cannot athrm that Fife was ever a Palatinate; 
But ſure the Priviledges of this Regality and SanRuary were ſome. 
what more then ordinary. An this our Mackarf7s poſterity con inued 
in a line. male till the dayes of King David the Bruce: for one of them 
I ni Govettour of Perth for the ſecond Biol, after the Battel of 
Dwplin, tor which, whether he was forfaulted, or that his Eſtate and | 
H onou1s, through want of iſſue-male, went with a Daughter, 7 cannot 
poſitively averr : For, one Will:am Earl of Fiſe 1finda witneſs in a 
Charter, granted by King David 2, to the Scrimzeour of Didupe, in 
the 29, year of his Reign, whom 7 conceive to be that il;3am Ramſay 
ſaid by Skeen tO have been made Earl of Fife by King David, withall 


Priviledges, & cum Lege que vocatur Clanmackduff, | might have 


married a Daughter of Earl Duncans,as well becaule IE got all the gld 
Priviledges'confirmed to kim as that in theScrimJeours Charterghe is 
placed before the Earle of March; 7tnot being lo probable that the 
King would have given the priviledges, and precedencic of the old 
Earles of Fyfeto a new Stranger,it he had not had an intereſt of bloud, 
And why ſhould we roo raſhly conclude that noble Familie, whoſe 
predeceſſors had deſerved fo wellof the Crown, cxtin@tupona fore« 
faultour fot holding the Town of Pertb for the ſecond 84liol:Sinceour 
Hiſtorian ſayes no more, But that he was ſent Priſoner tothe Caſtle 
of-XKiladrammie, and that he makes him alſo a priſoner to the Ba/-ol, 
with the-Eatles of Murray, Monteth, and others; whogas he ayes, 
n_ the battel of Duplin , were Rebur deſperatis coatti jurare in verba 
Balioli, | 

Neither were theBrace's tooftrick and ſevere in their forefaultours, 
(bug upon great and ſingular proyocations) ſtudying rather way 

an 
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and reconcile the Subje by Indemnities, and Oblivions, thento exaſ* 
perate them by too ſharp puniſhments (eſpecially when the Baliols had * 
ſome pretence and ſhadow of Right)But what became ct this 1i/ljam 
Ramſay , I cannot ſay, whether he was forefaulted,or whether through 
want of ifſue, the Earledom of Fyfe returncd co the Crown, or whe- 
ther he had a daughter who was married to Robert rheGovernour,whe 
enjoyed the Eſtate and Honours of Fyfe: Bur if as full in its priviledges 
as the old Mackdnffs, or William Ramſay, T darenot determine. But 
Skeen does poſitively tell us,that one Spemwce of Wormeſtonlaidclaim to, 
and enjoyed the priviledge of the SanQuarie, upon his killing of one 
Kinninmonth, as being within the degrees of kindred to Mackdnffe, 
The Earle of Weems, and th Laird of Mackintoſh (peak themſelves 
truely deſcended ina line Male from thisour Mackduffe , by two of his 
ſons; But ſince I have ſeen nothing in write, as 1 ſhall be tender of th<ir 
honour, notdOubting but that they ate ſufficiently able from goo4 do- 
cuments, to Evince their aſſertions toany who may be concerned , Sn 
I hope, it ſhall give no offence, though 7glanceat what I have from 
Tradition. <Mrackinte/h then © be hethe elder or the younger bro- 
cher) in his Mother Tongue calls himlelfro this very day, Baktofich- 
Uichdhitie, (char is, Fil:us Thani filii Daffi : the ſon ofthe Thaxe, who 
was the ſon of Daffe) whoſe Predecc flor ſome three or four generati- 
ons-down from Mackduffe, was in the days of K. William the Lyon, 
by means of his Uncle Mackdona/d of the Iles, matched to the Here- 
{ trix of the Claychattaw , by whom he got the Lordſhip of Lochaber : 
 - the JuriſdiQtion or Stewartrie whereof, aS the Laird of Mac kintoſhyer 
retains, ſo quarters he the coat of Mackduffe in the chiet corner of his 
ſhicld, The Earl ofWeems(be he from the younger brother or c1der)yert 
poſſeſſes for his Lnhericance, a part of the old Mackduff's Eſtate in 
Fyfe: And whoſe Progeaitor, Sir David Weems, Ambaſſador for the 
Maiden of Norway upon thedeath of K. Alex4nder the third,, is by Bu- 
chenan (nothing laviſh of his Titles)ſtyled, Equus Fifanusilluftris, And 
doth not the Earle of Weems quaner alſo: the Armes of the Earle of 
Fy/e,in his firſt and laſt Eſcutcheons. | 5 
- But as upon conference, { have met with an obj; cion or two , or 
|  duge 
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= gulpe me , Reader , I pray, for your fullerſatisfaction, briefly here 


to repeatthem with my anfivers : which (ſeing [ leaveeveryman tg; | 
hisowa judgement) may I hope, be neither an impertinent,nor altg. 
pether an unpleaſant diverſion, : FE | 

Firſt then, Was italledged, That neither Mackintoſh, nor Weemg, 
give the Surname ofMackduffe: And what then* Will aay pretender to 
the leaſt knowledg: of any Antiquity, or Reading, urgethe arguement 
aS concluſive, That therefore they arenotof the ſame Stack ,or Bloud; 
yea,cven by aline MaleBut(aot here to debate, whether at that time any 
other Surnimes,thenPatronymicks, were fixed toa Family or Progeny) 
Canthere be a clearer deduRion, then Daffe , cHackduffe ( who was 
the Thaze ) 3nd Macktoſfich-Vich4hnie,or would the moyers of this 0). 
jection, put mc upon che qu. ſtian, when ſurnames ( aSnow in uſe ) 
firſt ſetledamongſtus : And what if that waSnot before , perhaps 
conſiderably after,the days of Macolm-Canmore ( I with thoſe Diſpus« 
tants would be pleaſcd to teach me, what were the ſurnames of the old 
Earles of $174 herne, Lennox, and Roſſe) Yea, anddocs not the native 
expolitionof Mackint: ſh, imply him begot cn ( and perchance he was 
of agerco) ere Mackavffe was dignified with the tictle of Earle , and. 
conſequently, before the return of Malcolm Canmore,with whom(ſome 
ſay) firſt came in as wellthat order of H onour,as the cuſtomes of our 
ſurnames. And ſeing Weems was Mackintoſh's Brother, might not he 
have been{and if elder ſurely, andeventhough the younger belike) ia 
the ſame condition, begort before hisfather wentto England, leing Bu. 
chanan ſayes of Mackbeth that uponAackanff*s eſcape,in nxorem & ti. 


 beros omnens iram effudit : The latnude whereof I leaye to be meaſured 


by fach, whocan beſt farhom. the paſſions of an cxaſperxed Tyrant, 
Buewharifl ſhould ſay, as Bortiwe obſerveth upon the Stvares in 2 
much later rime, that ic wascuſtomary withus (as yet ſomewhatir is 
wichhe ſecond ſons of Batons in Fraxce) for Cadets to quitthe fur. 
n2mes, they mighe have from their Parernal Familie, and becake them« 
ſetves.and the i poſt» ritie to others, and mo ordinarily ror enams 


. of thc ir proper poſſeſſions (as Weems tere, from thatword ſignifying 
- Cave, whereof there beno ſcarcity thereabont) and ſo much che more 


cally 
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cafily inthis caſe, where the Paternal it ſelf Meckdeffe, is but a Patrot FN} 


aymick. Yet ſhall I not eſcape without aſecond Arracque, managed 
/with 1 know not what confidence: To wit, That Mackdaffes race, ſave 


in Mackintoſh and Veems , continued not above a generation or two: ' © 


Sure then, has our Buchanan exceedingly abuſ'd us 4 who allalongſt, 
eycn down tothe battel of Duplin, and the fiege of Perth thereupon, 
writes them ſtill Mackduff, his words in his ninth book, being, 4 ack. 
doffus',Fife Comes qui op pidum Balioli nomine tennerat, and alittle 
before that above-cited place , yet more particularly, D#ncenus Mack- 
duffus ,F ifenſisComes(with others ) apudHoſtem captives. And as all our. 
titers do unanimouſly rank this Dupcar ,the firſt Secular of the ſix 
Goyernours, after the death of K. .L /exanJer the third, ſo have I my 


ſelf read him, inaletter fromtheParliament at eAbirbrothock tothe * 


Pope, «uno 1320. Firſt of all named, and figning as Earle Primjer of 
'the Kingdom, where his ſeal yet appends freſh, four times bigger then 
* anyof thercſt , withthe Impreſle as they Record the Armes in the 
books of Herauldrie for the old Earles of Fyfe,and 2s yet they are quar- 
tered by Mackintoſh and Weems.But thirdly,it is retorted upon me, that 
ifthe Earle of Weems, and Laird of £1« kintoſh,had been true Cadets 
in aline Male, then if the Mackdaff of Fyfe had notbeen forefaulted, 
one or other of them would undoubted]y, as the peareſt Heir Male, 
have falnto,and enjoy'd, ifnotthe Eſtate, at leaſt the Honours of F1fe,. 
| Butche ſtarters of this doubt, would be pleaſed to remember the ſlip. 
| perineſs of its graunds;Forarenot Feudal Tailzics, and ſecluſive Prog 
viſions to Heirs Male, ofa far later date with us: And ſo might that 
Earſedom as well in its Honours, as Fortunc,have gone with adaughe + 
ter (as heir of line) to William Ramſay and by a grandychild to Bebert” 
$;nart : Yea, and who well knows in what ecrms our grants of honour, 
(if then in Malcom Canmor's dayes conſigned to writ) were conceived, 
or if they reached Collaterals © And the Predeceſſors of the Earle of 
Weems andLaird of Mackintoſh ,having come off many generations be-- 
fore the Famihe failed in the iſſue Male, the Honours wighe ( the 
relation being remote the more readily haye been conveyed by a new 
Patent, with a Daughtcr.or Oye.in favours of ſomenoble Minion, ſuch. 
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& Fen the diſcretion of your Cenlare; wherel ſhall alloy 


Rebus inpriſcis, ed unguem baud ef querenda taritar. 
| cds or you will be pleaſed fo grant me, 
on” * ridunraneelinn genre, ſunt pervetaſis carmins, © 
FE” or rfte to conclude with what Skeen cloſetty the Preface to 
ruin fenfeaton, pe þ 
$i quia noviſti reftiue iſtis, . 
; Cavaidar 9 von,  hiranere mecum, 


; Juſt now,evic was 
eg "PC Rlatof thn ni 
' Informer 


